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MEMBERSHIP 2008 REMINDER 
Thank you to those who have renewed 
and Welcome to new members who 
recently joined. 

EPCC membership is the primary means to 
facilitate operations for this not-for-profit organization.  
Your support is needed and appreciated.  As an 
example, without your dues the club would not be able 
to rent the room at the library for our meetings. 

EPCC Membership is based on a calendar year from 
January 1st to December 31st.  New membership is 
$25.00 per year.  Renewals are $20.00 and are 
available beginning in November.  The newsletter is 
available by mail for an additional nominal $5.00 fee 
to help defray printing and mailing cost. 

Please use the application on the back of 
this newsletter and either pay at the next 
meeting, or mail the form with your 
check made payable to EPCC. 

Thank you! 
Mail to: 
Exton PC Council 
310 North High Street 
West Chester, PA 19380 

< - - Next Meeting - - > 

May 5 
Where did all those files go? 

with Nate Rosenthal & Jim McKittrick 

Watching grass grow or listening to a 
topic on Windows XP and how it 

handles computer files, which is 
more exciting?  On the other hand, 
while you rarely misplace your lawn 

you may have experienced the 
maddening instance of "losing a file".  Where did the 
computer stick it, is it gone or just misplaced, how do I 
find it? 

Jim will explain a few ways to locate wandering files 
and basic organizing tips to keep them from straying in 
the first place. 

Have you ever sat staring at your monitor wondering, 
"Where is that file that I downloaded last week? I 
know it's here somewhere." 

Today's large hard drives hold so many files that it is 
easy to forget where we put them. Fortunately, 
Windows Vista offers some really neat features to 
locate your MIA files.  Nate will explore (pun 
intended) some of the Vista screens that help to 
manage today’s mega drives. 

Jim featuring XP and Nate featuring Vista what a 
team, who could ask for more.  See you there. �  

Visit our Help Desk and Discussion Group at 
http://tech.groups.yahoo.com/group/epcc/  

THE EXTON PC COUNCIL www.ExtonPC.org 
 

All meetings are free and open to the public   ==    Bring a friend 
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< - - Future Meetings - - > 

May 14 
Board meeting 

May 19 
Selling on eBay 

with Tania Alaniz   

Tania will demonstrate by example how you can easily 
convert your disposable treasures to cash in an easy 
three step process. 

·  Sign up for an E-Bay account 
·  Prepare your items for sale 
·  Develop the means to get paid 

Don’t miss this very informative and fun meeting.�  

June 2 
RSS What is it and why do I need it? 

with Jim McKittrick & Bob Linaberry 

RSS (Really Simple Syndication) is a collection of 
web tools used to distribute continually updated 
content such as news headlines, podcasts, or blogs 
right to your PC.  The RSS document, which is called 
a web feed, could contain either a summary of content 
from a web site or the full text of the site.  RSS makes 
it easy and convenient for people to keep up with web 
sites in an automated fashion rather than checking 
them manually.  Bob and Jim will demonstrate some 
useful sites and show how RSS can be a handy tool for 
the average user. �  

June 11 
Board meeting 

June 16 
Converting 33, 45 & 78 Vinyl 

Records to CD’s 
with Jack Stretch 

Do you have any records that you 
wish you could convert to digital 
media?  What?  You don’t know 
what a record is.  Yup, there are 
younger individuals out there that 
really don’t know about vinyl and 

the technology of yesteryear.  In this session Jack will 
be showing a new piece of hardware (turntable) and 
software that connects to a PC by USB.  He will demo 
the software to create digital music from the songs of 
yesterday. 

The “ION Audio USB Turntable” plays your old 
records and archives them to a CD or MP3 format.  
The system is plug and play and records at 33 1/3, 45 
and 78 rpm’s using Audacity Software.�  

July 1 
NOTE Date 1st Tuesday of month 

Exton PC users group Open House 
This will be a highly interactive ‘Trade Show” type of 
event.  You know, just like we did last December!   

There will be tables set up all around the room with 
several different demos so that you can move from 
area to area and ask questions that are of interest to 
you.  A few of the technology areas will include 
Microsoft Office, Digital Imaging, PC Operating 
Systems / General Interest Topics, Windows Media 
Player and many more.   

Watch this newsletter for more information. �  

July 9 
Board meeting 

July 28 
NOTE Date 4 th Monday of month 
Microsoft & HP learning centers 

with Doug Fairchild & Jack Stretch 

Watch this newsletter for more information�  

August 4 
Paltalk & Webcams 

with & Bob Linaberry & Sal Sano 

Paltalk allows you to communicate with people 
worldwide from their collection of over 1,000 chat 
rooms for typing, voice and video contact covering 
many topics.  It also features PC to Phone calls, so you 
can call anywhere in the world right from 
PaltalkScene.   

Get the service at Paltalk.com there is a free sign up 
and a free download of the software. 
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Paltalk is: 

·  Worldwide communication 
·  Categorized by topics 
·  PC to phone system 
·  Original produced programs that can be 

watched using Paltalk 
·  Videos can be shown in chat rooms 
·  Users can create their own chat rooms 
·  Socialization network 

Come to an interactive meeting to learn more about 
this program.  Bob and Sal will show, explain and talk 
about what they both use.  Questions are invited; this is 
a fantastic program that everyone should know about.   

Participate in presentation, load the software, use it and 
have fun meeting people.�  

August 13 

Board meeting  

August 18 

Backing Up Your Data 
with Nate Rosenthal 

 “There are two kinds of computer users: Those who 
have lost data and those who are going to.”  (Source 
unknown but first told to me by my sister Ellen) 

The surest way to reduce the risk of being in the first 
category is to BACK UP your important files. But how 
should you do it? 

There are lots of Backup programs and schemes 
available. Some are easy to use, others are difficult.  

I have been using a shareware program called Second 
Copy for several years as my primary backup program. 
I will discuss this powerful, yet easy to use backup 
program and also briefly cover Acronis True Image. 
Don’t miss this very informative and fun meeting.�  

Presentation meetings - Struble Room 
Board meetings - Board Room 
All meetings start at 6:30 pm 

Have You Heard 
Microsoft offers free support for Vista SP1 

From ZDNet news 

Vista users encountering problems 
when they upgrade to Service Pack 1 
can breathe easier: the company is 

giving away free support for those 
installing the service pack.  

The transition to the service pack has not been 
problem-free for many users, some of whom have seen 
their computers fall into endless reboot cycles and 
struggled with broken applications post upgrade. 

Normally, only Windows Vista users who bought the 
retail product would be eligible for free support but, 
for SP1 installation, even users with an original-
equipment-manufacturer copy of Vista on their 
computer can get Microsoft's help, see the official 
Vista blog. 

"We are offering free-of-charge support to anyone who 
is having issues installing Windows Vista SP1," 
Microsoft blogger Brandon Le Blanc said. 

Unlimited installation and compatibility support is 
available at no charge until March 18, 2009, according 
to the Microsoft Service Pack 1 support site. 

There are three options available under the free support 
plan for U.S. users: e-mail support, which will be 
answered within one business day; online chat, which 
has a current waiting time of around 40 minutes; and 
call, available only for users who have a software-
assurance agreement, professional contract, TechNet 
subscription, or MSDN subscription, or for those who 
come under the Microsoft Partner Program. 

Support will be handled on a case-by-case basis, a 
Microsoft spokesperson said, and the user will always 
be advised if costs are involved. �  

Download of the Month 
by Charlie Fote 

Sweet Home 3D  
A great tool to design interior rooms quickly.  Sweet 
Home 3D helps you to design an interior quickly.  You 
can: draw the walls of the room on the image of an 
existing plan, change the color or the texture of the 
walls, draw dimensions, drag and drop furniture in the 
plan from a catalog organized by categories (living 
room, kitchen), import additional 3D models you 
create or download from different Web sites, change 
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the size, the orientation and the elevation of each piece 
of furniture with the mouse, view the changes in the 
plan simultaneously in the 3D view, either from an 
aerial view point, or from a virtual visitor view point, 
print the home plan and the 3D view.�  

You can download from here:  

http://downloads.zdnet.com/download.aspx?&compid
=66753&docid=343751  

Technical Information 

Size:  25,794 KB 
Version:  1.2.1 
System Requirements:  

Windows 2000/XP/Vista, DirectX 9.0 drivers 
License:  Free 

Notes from a Member 
by Nate Rosenthal 

Microsoft Virtual PC 2007 
Do you want to try a new (or resurrect an old) 
operating system without having to go through the 
process of re-partitioning your drive? Do you just want 
to try a new program that you downloaded without 
risking havoc in your system? Bought a new computer 
with Vista but some of your programs don’t run or 
don’t run correctly? 

There is a (relatively) easy way to accomplish all of 
these things with a FREE program available for 
downloading from Microsoft. It’s called Virtual PC 
and it is available at the following URL: 

http://www.microsoft.com/downloads/detail
s.aspx?FamilyId=04D26402-3199-48A3-
AFA2-2DC0B40A73B6&displaylang=en  

Virtual PC Home Page: 

http://www.microsoft.com/windows/product
s/winfamily/virtualpc/default.mspx  

What is Virtual PC 

Virtual PC uses a process called virtualization.  It 
creates, in effect, a new computer using the hardware 
on your present computer (the Host PC). It makes use 
of a file called a virtual hard disk (VHD) which acts 
like another drive but, unlike the old DOS Ramdisk, 
retains all data written to it.  Once you have created the 
Virtual PC (VPC), you can install an operating system 
on it, boot that operating system, install and run 
programs on it without interfering with your main 

operating system.  You can switch back and forth 
between the VPC and the host at any time. 

The web site gives you some information about Virtual 
PC and includes download links.  Note that Virtual PC 
will run fine on Vista Home Premium (I have that 
version on my system).  You won’t be able to get any 
help from Microsoft on unsupported systems but it 
should run on any system with enough resources.  The 
main requirements are sufficient RAM and disk space. 
When installing Virtual PC you can specify how much 
of both to devote to the VPC.  You can even have more 
than one VPC. 

Not all of your hardware will work with Virtual PC. 
One of the most important limitations is inability to 
directly access USB devices. However there are 
workarounds for this as you will see. 

My Installation 

I purchased a new HP Pavilion computer with Vista 
Home Premium installed.  As I worked with it, I found 
(at least) two applications which did not run properly; 
my check printing program and my fax software.  The 
former would not print the MICR numbers on the 
check.  The only fix was to buy a new version for 
almost $100.  The fax printer driver could not be 
installed due to Vista security features.  Again, the 
only remedy was to buy a new version.  Although 
these two applications are important to me, neither was 
worth upgrading.  In its infinite wisdom, Microsoft 
provides fax capability only in Vista Business or 
Ultimate. 

My first workaround was to repartition my drive and 
install Windows XP to the new partition.  Although 
this solved the problems, it did require me to stop 
work, save open files, and reboot.  

I downloaded and installed Virtual PC and dedicated 
20 GB of hard drive space in my Vista partition to a 
virtual drive.  The VHD is dynamic.  The 20 GB is a 
maximum; if you only have 5 GB of allocated space, 
that is how much of the host drive is used.  I decided to 
start with 260 MB memory since I did not plan to run 
more than 2 or 3 applications.  

After setting up and starting the VPC, I put my 
Windows XP Pro CD in the drive and “booted” the 
VPC.  I went through the normal XP setup procedure 
and after about 30-40 minutes I had it up and running.  

Note: You must have a licensed copy of Windows 
Vista, Windows XP or Windows 98 to run it in a VPC. 

You can install plain old DOS although some versions 
may not work properly. It is possible to install Linux 
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on a VPC but I haven’t tried it. Unless you have lots of 
RAM, I wouldn’t install Vista on a VPC. Further note 
that you may have to call Microsoft to activate XP or 
Vista on a VPC. 

Results 

My check printing program appears to be printing 
checks properly.  I tried it on blank paper using 
Quicken and the checks looked OK.  The jury is still 
out on faxing. It is a bit tricky to set up a modem in 
VPC. There are Virtual PC Newsgroups where you can 
find help.  

For printing, I simply selected “Install a network 
printer” and both of my USB-connected printers were 
detected.  A printer must be shared for this to work. I 
have only installed my HP LaserJet in the VPC.  By 
installing “Virtual PC Additions” I was able to share 
files on the real PC by assigning the folders a network 
drive letter in the VPC. Web surfing is no problem.  

Software Licensing 

I am not sure how software licensing works with a 
VPC.  Many licenses allow only 1 copy per computer 
but, since you are using the host PC processor, does 
the VPC constitute another computer?  The lawyers 
will have to figure this out. �  

Contribute a Newsletter Article 
All members are encouraged to submit articles or other 
items of interest for possible Newsletter publication. 

Deadline for articles to appear in the next issue is the 
1st Monday of the month.  All articles gladly accepted 
at anytime for future publication.   

When sending as an attachment in E-mail please save 
your text file in text (*.txt), or MS Word Format 
(*.doc) and pictures in Jpeg Format. 

Send to: Charlie Fote 
CharlieFote@Hotmail.com  

Who’s Who at EPCC  

Directors 

Charlie Fote (610) 715-3539 CharlieFote@Hotmail.com 

Bob Linaberry (610) 873-0204 rl55@verizon.net 

Jim McKittrick (610) 647-8188 JMcKit@ccil.org 

Gabe Preston (610) 436-0311 GabePreston@erols.com 

Salvatore Sano (610) 269-5096 SalvatoreSano@yahoo.com 

Doug Fairchild (610) 696-8223 dbfair@verizon.net 

Program Contacts 
Digital Imaging Bob Linaberry 

Microsoft Windows Doug Fairchild 

Microsoft Publisher Jack Stretch (610) 363-6328 
  JLStretch@comcast.net 

Linux Nate Rosenthal (610) 970-5122 
  n2add@arrl.net 

Microsoft Office/Works Salvatore Sano 

Staff Positions 
Newsletter Editor  Charlie Fote 

Newsletter Mailing  Sal Sano 

Communications Charlie Eisenfelder Caeilop@aol.com 

Membership  Doug Fairchild (610) 696-8223
 dbfair@verizon.net 

Treasurer  Nate Rosenthal 

Webmaster  Bob Linaberry 

CHESCO Library Liaison  Diane Gring 
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Your Membership Is Welcome! 
Non-members and former members are encouraged to join. 

Please fill in the Membership Application below and mail it with your check now!   
 

EXTON PC COUNCIL (EPCC) 2008 MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION  / RENEWAL 
 
Membership includes email notices, privilege to post on EPCC’s Yahoo Groups, privilege to participate in 
special prize give away raffles at various meetings and affords additional benefits of special offers through the 
national APCUG (Association of Personal Computer User Computer Groups). 

 
New Member: $25.00 ______ Renewal: $20.00 ______ Date_________________ 

Notice of downloadable ExtonPC.Org News will be emailed monthly – Add $5.00 to above fees to 
receive copy by postal mail and mark here. ______ (To cover cost of postage and mailing) 

Last Name: _______________________________ First Name _______________________________ 
If you are a current member and renewing, fill in all changes only below.  Otherwise fill in all information. 

ADDRESS: ___________________________________________________ 

CITY: _________________________ STATE: ____ ZIP: ______________ 

HOME PHONE: _________________________ WORK PHONE: _____________________ (Optional) 

EMAIL (please update and print clearly): _____________________________________________________  

Please pay at the next main meeting, or mail this form with your check made payable to EPCC. 

Mail To: EPCC, 310 North High Street, West Chester, PA. 19380 

 
Exton PC Council 

310 North High Street 
West Chester, PA 19380 
http://www.extonpc.org 

Mailing  
Address 

Goes 
Here 

Place 
Postage 

Here 


