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What is Free Software?

• Programs written for the public use 

– By Groups/Individuals – to improve what is on the market

• Ex. Picasa

– To use as an advertising platform

– By Companies – to entice you to upgrade to a paid 
program

• Ex. Malwarebytes

• Not to be confused with Trial Software, which

– Is only usable for a short time

– Cannot perform all functions

– Will require payment ultimately



Where Should I Get It?

• Only Download from Trusted Sites 

– Generally Known and Trusted Sites

• http://downloads.zdnet.com,  http://download.cnet.com

– Trusted Companies

• Google, Microsoft, Sourceforge, etc.

– Trusted Groups and Friends

• Don’t Download Software From an Advertisement

– Sponsored Link from Google

– Any Ad

– Pop-up on your computer

• Only Download Software you know about

– Run it through a spyware or virus checker if in doubt



What is Out There? 

• Photography and Image Processing

– Picasa – Photo Organizer & Basic Photo editor

http://picasa.google.com/

– IrfanView – Image viewer & converter

http://www.irfanview.com/

– Gimp – Image Manipulation / Photo editor

http://www.gimp.org/

– Snapshot – Screen capture into an image file

http://bluefive.pair.com/snapshot

– Image Resizer – Make images smaller for sending & displaying

www.microsoft.com/windowsxp/downloads/powertoys/xppowertoy

– Windows Movie Maker – from Microsoft

– DVD Styler – DVD Authoring

http://www.dvdstyler.org



What is Out There? (Cont’d)

• Music
– Audacity – music/ sound editor and recorder

http://audacity.sourceforge.net

– VLC Player – Media Player
www.videolan.org/vlc VLC Player – Media Player

– Real Player – Media Player
www.real.com

– Windows Media Player – Music Player & Organizer

– iTunes - Music Player & Organizer
www.apple.com/itunes/

• E-Mail

– Thunderbird

www.mozillamessaging.com

– Eudora

www.eudora.com

– Outlook Express or Windows Mail

– Incredimail

www.incredimail.com



What is Out There? (Cont’d) 

• Internet

– Skype – Talk for free or low cost via computer

www.skype.com

– Google Voice – Talk for free or low cost via computer

www.google.com/voice

– Browsers: Firefox, Chrome, Opera, OffByOne, etc.

www.firefox.com

www.google.com/chrome

www.opera.com

http://offbyone.com

– LogMeIn – manage one computer from another

www.logmein.com



What is Out There? (Cont’d) 

• Security

– Microsoft Security Essentials – anti-virus, anti-malware

www.microsoft.com/security_essentials

– AVG – anti-virus

http://free.avg.com

– Avast – anti-virus

www.avast.com

– SuperAntiSpyware – Spyware / malware scan & fix

www.superantispyware.com

– MalwareBytes - Spyware / malware scan & fix

www.malwarebytes.org

– Truecrypt – encrypt files and folders

http://www.truecrypt.org/



What is Out There? (Cont’d) 

• Office Applications
– Open Office – MS Office Clone

www.openoffice.org

– AbiWord – word processor like Word

www.abisource.com

– PDFill PDF Tools – manipulate pdf files

www.pdfill.com/pdf_tools_free

– PrimoPDF – Produce PDF files as print output

www.primopdf.com

– Adobe Reader – PDF Reader

http://get.adobe.com/reader

– Foxit PDF Reader – Low overhead PDF reader

www.foxitsoftware.com/pdf/reader



What is Out There? (Cont’d) 

• Utilities - Performance

– CCleaner – Removes clutter & cleans registry

www.piriform.com/ccleaner

– Glary Utilities – Removes clutter & cleans registry

www.glarysoft.com/products/utilities/glary-utilities

– Advanced System Care – protect, repair, clean, and optimize

www.iobit.com/advancedsystemcareper

– Defraggler – defrag entire hard drive or individual files 

www.piriform.com/defraggler

– Smart Defrag - defrag and optimize hard drive

• www.iobit.com/iobitsmartdefrag

– PC Decrapifier – remove junk software from new computer

www.pcdecrapifier.com



What is Out There? (Cont’d) 

• Utilities - Problem Determination

– CPU-Z – Provides information about CPUs, Motherboards and Memory

www.cpuid.com/softwares/cpu-z

– Belarc – provide hardware & software system information

www.belarc.com/free_download

– Keyfinder – Provides Product Keys

www.magicaljellybean.com/

– HexCygnus – View files in Hexadecimal

www.softcircuits.com/cygnus/fe



Picasa
• Download and install from picasa.google.com

– Configure Options



Picasa – Options
– Turn off auto-face initially

– Specify where to import photos



Picasa – Overview
• Searches computer for photos & imports them

– May take a few minutes



Picasa – Overview
• Organization

– Folders on left in date order – when taken / scanned

– Scroll up / down to see photo folders

• Tree View or Flat view – this is flat view



Picasa – Create Album

• Selected Photos for Special Use

– Create Album 

• File � New Album

• Fill in fields

– Select photos

• Click on folder

• Select photos to add 

– <CTRL> left mouse button

• Right-click on a selected photo

• Select “Add to Album” and choose desired album

– Album will show at the left under Albums

• Photos in Albums are not duplicated

– Picasa uses pointers to represent photos



Picasa - Removing Photos

– Deleting a photo from a folder deletes the photo from disk

• Right-click on photo

• Left-click on “Delete from Disk”

– Remove from album does not delete the photo

• Right-click on photo in an album

• Left-click on “Remove from Album”

– Removing a folder from Picasa

• Right-click on folder on left

• Left-click on “Remove from Picasa”



Editing
– Double-click on photo

• Crop

• Straighten

• Redeye

• Retouch

• Fill Lighting



Picasa - Printing

• Print photos

– Select photos to print

– Select the size of the photo

– Click on “Print” on bottom of screen



Picasa - Printing
• Print Contact Sheet

– Select Folder or Album

– <CTL> <SHIFT> P to bring up page of thumbnails

– Left-click “Print”



CCleaner

• Download and install from www.piriform.com/ccleaner

– Configure Options - Settings



CCleaner – Options

• Select cookies to keep for web sites you frequent



CCleaner – Options

• Advanced

– Suggested default settings as below



CCleaner
• Remove clutter, repair, clean, and optimize

– Click on “Cleaner” & then “Analyze”



CCleaner - Clean

• Files to be Deleted – Click “Run Cleaner”



CCleaner – Eliminate Files

• Deleted files are displayed



CCleaner – Registry

• Remove unused and old registry entries which can 

cause slow-downs

– Click on “Registry” & then “Scan for Issues”



CCleaner – Registry (Cont’d)
– First create a Restore Point

• Start � Help & Support � Undo changes to your computer with 

System Restore 

– Click on “Fix selected issues …”

• Click “Yes” to “Do you want to backup changes to the registry?”



CCleaner – Registry (Cont’d)

– Get Confirmation 

• If you select “Fix Issue”, you’ll get a prompt for each

• If you select “Fix All Selected Issues”, they will all be fixed



CCleaner – Tools

• Uninstall 

– Can Uninstall programs here, especially stubborn ones

• Startup – identifies programs that run at startup

– Some programs are not needed & slow the system down

– Determine if you want to run – use Google to investigate

– If not desired, disable and later delete

• System Restore 

– Can Delete old Restore Point Files

• Drive Wiper

– Securely erase drives – be careful!!



PrimoPDF

• Allows creation of PDF files

– Download and install from www.primopdf.com

– Installs as a Printer called PrimoPDF

• Anything that can be printed can be sent to a PDF 

File



PrimoPDF

• Start “PrimoPDF Settings”

– Start � All Programs � PrimoPDF � PrimoPDF Settings

• Select “Print” or “Screen” as default 

• Click “Options” and then “Creation” and then “Saving PDF”

– Select “Ask before appending or overwriting document”



PrimoPDF

• Capturing a web page 

– Right-click & select “Print …”



PrimoPDF

– Select “PrimoPDF” as the printer and click “Print”



PrimoPDF

– Change any options from their defaults if desired

• Note that PDF will be saved to a location that you will specify later 

during creation

• Click on “Create PDF” to start the process



PrimoPDF

– Specify folder to save file and the name

• Click “Save”



PrimoPDF

– The resultant PDF will be displayed 

– Can append documents by using the same name

• Select append rather that overwrite

– Can Password-protect PDF

• Enter Password

• Click “OK”



Snapshot

• Allows capturing of the screen, a window, or 

portions of the screen

– Download and install from 

http://bluefive.pair.com/snapshot



Snapshot (Cont’d)

• Preferences

– Capture – Select “Include Mousepointer” if desired

– Capture � Preferences

• Play Sound after capture

• Specify folder name, file prefix & file type for the capture file

– “png” results in the smallest file 



Snapshot (Cont’d)

• Capture Screen, Window, or Defined Rectangle -
places image into the previously specified folder

– “Capture” � “Capture Full Screen” or <CTRL> F

– “Capture” � “Capture Active Window” or <CTRL> W

– “Capture” � “Capture Rectangular Area” or <CTRL> R

• Shows a cross hatch symbol (--|-- )

• Use left mouse button to create a rectangle around selected area

• Releasing mouse button captures the area

– Can also place image into the Copy Buffer with <CTRL> C

– Can also send captured image to an editor

• Select “Edit”, then select “Preferences” and then select “Image 
Editor” to point to an editor

– Example:   PhotoshopElementsEditor.exe



Belarc Advisor

• Provides technical details of all hardware and software

– www.belarc.com/free_download

• After starting, you will see the left image below:

– Select “Yes” to get latest definitions



Belarc Advisor (Cont’d)

• While Belarc analyzes your system, the following 

screens will appear 

• This may take a few minutes – be patient



Belarc Advisor (Cont’d)

• Final report is several pages:


